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Jay Perez Story
Activity Sheet 2: In the Operating Department - Answers and additional activities
View the clip here: https://youtu.be/0W4LxWkqwsE

This worksheet accompanies video 2 in the series.  It can be used as an individual exercise or pupils can work in small groups.  Alternatively, pupils can be assigned a role each to research, summarise and present back to their peers.

For activity 1 and 2 you may need to support pupils to focus on the specific question ‘what does each job holder do in the operating theatre setting’ this should encourage them to filter out other, less relevant information from the role descriptors 

If pupils do not have access to the internet to research the roles in class, this can be led from the front of the class. Alternatively, pupils can research the roles as homework.
Activity 1: The Operating Theatre Team
It takes a lot of people to carry out just one operation. Everyone has a different part to play to make the operation successful and safe.  Please go to NHS careers A to Z (stepintothenhs.nhs.uk) to find out more about the following roles.  In each case write a short paragraph explaining what that person does in their job within the operating department:

1. Operating Department Practitioner prepares the drugs and equipment for the anaesthetist before the operation, passes the sterile instruments to the surgeon during the operation and monitors the patients’ health after the operation, until they go back to the ward.
2. Diagnostic Radiographer takes X-rays and other types of images to see what’s happening inside a patient’s body. Before and after pictures check the success of the surgery 
3. Surgeon is the doctor who performs the operation, repairing the broken bones and tissue, and stitching the patient up afterwards.














Activity 2: The Operating Theatre Team (continued)
Now go to https://www.healthcareers.nhs.uk and use the search function to research the following 3 roles. Again write a short paragraph explaining what that person does in their job within the operating department:

4. Theatre Nurse is responsible for the smooth running of the operating theatre. They get all the sterile surgical instruments, scopes, and lasers ready for surgery.
5. Theatre Support Worker supports and reassures the patient before the operation, is a spare person to fetch extra equipment, communicate with teams outside of the operating room and cleans up the theatre afterwards.
6. Anaesthetist is the doctor who puts the patient into a controlled state of unconsciousness, so they are still, feel no pain and aren’t aware of the operation happening. They choose what anaesthetic to use, give the anaesthetic and reverse it once the operation is over. During the operation the Anaesthetist supports the patient’s breathing and monitors other vital functions (e.g. blood pressure, oxygen levels, temperature and body fluid balance) whilst the patient is not conscious. Anaesthetists need to be prepared for the unexpected!


















Activity 3: The Whole Team

Now draw a spider diagram or thought cloud showing how you think the 6 roles work together to get the job done. Think about what specialist skills and knowledge the different team members have. Also think about the attributes they use to bring their skills together so that they work as one coordinated team. 

Key ideas might include:

teamwork
communication
experience
safety
everyone knows exactly what their job is 
know what to expect from each other
can rely on each other
technical
equipment / resourcing
taking responsibility
sharing
supporting
decision making, autonomy
processes, procedures


Ask pupils to think about the order of which things happen in a theatre for an operation i.e. the surgical equipment/instruments need to be ready before Jay goes under the anaesthetic, and Jay must be fully anaesthetised before the surgeon makes a cut. Team working is potentially the most essential attribute to a success operation.  

The team will work together on checklists before the operation starts, including checking and double checking that they have got the right patient and the right leg.

The work is very precise and demands attention to detail e.g. all instruments and swabs must be counted in and counted out to make sure nothing is left behind inside the patient!!!

Attributes – calm, good communicator, team player, able to respond quickly, organised, flexible, etc.

Skills
The surgeon needs excellent hand-eye co-ordination.
They all need to be aware and alert and concentrate on the task at hand all of the time
Theatre nurses need excellent attention to detail so that no instruments/swabs are left behind (inside the patient!!!)
etc.

Knowledge – everyone is fully trained in the job that they do and know what is expected of them.  They understand their role and the roles of their team members and can rely on each other. They all know what to do, even if things go wrong.



















































Optional Activity 3: You could try the quiz below as a whole class activity
Quiz
Who, from the 6 roles you researched in activity 1, has the following responsibilities? 
a) [bookmark: _Hlk153379342]prepares all of the sterile surgical instruments, scopes, and lasers ready for surgery
b) puts the patient to sleep and makes sure they stay unconscious and breathing
c) takes x-rays to show how well the bones are joined back together
d) positions and fixes the bones back in places and closes the wound
e) [bookmark: _Hlk153379448]reassures the patient before the operation and cleans up the theatre afterwards
f) passes sterile instruments to the surgeon

Quiz answers
Who, from the 6 roles you researched in activity 1 has the following responsibilities? 
a) Theatre Nurse
b) Anaesthetist
c) Diagnostic Radiographer
d) Surgeon
e) Theatre Support Worker
f) Operating Department Assistant

Optional Activity 4: Discussion point
Why does everyone keep asking Jay to say his date of birth?  And why do they keep checking and double-checking which leg? 

Have surgeons ever got it wrong?  What would that mean for the patient, the surgeon, and the hospital?
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