Stronger push needed for Green Jobs now
 
We call upon the Mayor of Sheffield City Region and the four Council leaders to take some simple and direct actions now to create green jobs and start our transformation to a carbon zero South Yorkshire.
 
There are indeed many fine words and grand schemes for the next 20 years in the Sheffield City Region’s new Strategic Economic Plan (SEP), but Dan Jarvis is missing the opportunities available now to take decisive action that would create the new green jobs we need.  It is obvious that central Government will need to stimulate the economy as we emerge from the Covid pandemic, so we need to be bidding and preparing now for how we can use this kind of new money alongside the funding already available.
 
So let’s get our Further Education colleges across the region gearing up now to teach the skills needed for making our existing housing stock energy efficient, for the nature restoration work to reduce flooding risks and protect biodiversity, and to install and maintain new energy technologies - be that heat pumps, on-shore solar and wind capacity, or zero emission buses.  Planning for the longer term future is clearly the right thing to do, but we need to take action now. 
 
The SEP talks about building ‘supply chain capacity’, and the key to this happening is to get all the relevant parties to buy into an overall design with confidence - and to make their component contributions at the right time.  So with the retrofitting of housing: the FE colleges need to support new apprenticeships and the re-training of existing workers; the Universities and construction companies need to research and use the kind of materials and techniques that will be needed; manufacturers need to gear up to providing the materials and Dan Jarvis needs to press the start button by describing the vision and securing the funding.  It’s time for Dan Jarvis to commit to making this happen before Christmas.
 
The best green jobs are those that impact the most on climate targets and have the greatest immediate local benefits - such as reducing fuel poverty, reducing flood risks, increasing localised food supplies and easing the current unemployment situation.  Let’s do it Dan.
 
Signed by:  Green New Deal UK (South Yorkshire Hub), Frack Free South Yorkshire, Rotherham Climate Action, Sheffield Climate Alliance, Sheffield Climate Campaign Umbrella Group, Sheffield Green Party, Sheffield Greenpeace, Sheffield Friends of the Earth, Sheffield Labour for a Green New Deal, Sheffield TUC and Sheffield Youth Strike 4 Climate
 
Quotes from those supporting this call to create green jobs now:
 " There is no time to waste! 87% of homes in our City Region have a poor energy rating and 93,000 households are in fuel poverty. A major retrofitting programme should be initiated now as a top priority. This will create training opportunities and worthwhile jobs, simultaneously reduce fuel poverty and carbon emissions and improve people's health and wellbeing.” 
Jenny Carpenter (Co-Chair, Sheffield Climate Alliance)
 
“We can combat climate change.  By investing in sustainable growth and greening our energy we can create good jobs and a fairer society at the same time.”
Sheffield TUC
 
“Following the pandemic we have already seen terrifying effects on our generation that are likely to burden us for many years with opportunities and employment drying up, we know it's time for change. Let's invest in our future by investing properly in employment and ensuring a greener world. After all there is no economy on a dead planet. Our choices now, will determine our survival, economically and physically.” 
Youth Strike 4 Climate
 
“To delay action on the climate crisis is to deny there is a climate crisis. Immediate remedial action is required if we are to have any chance of limiting the effects of climate change.  Without immediate radical action we are sentencing our children and grandchildren to a world much worse than the one we were given to live in.”
Councillor Paul Turpin, Sheffield Green Party
 
“As we shift to low carbon homes, we must encourage locally produced renewable energy, better building efficiency and energy storage.  We cannot wait for central government’s Net Zero Strategy that is due to be published sometime in 2021.”
David Burley (Frack Free South Yorkshire)
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